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11:30 - 13:00 | Panel

Investigating the gender stereotypes that govern mainstream perceptions of the Middle East

Sarah Al Ayed & Wendy Diamond moderated by Mehemed Bougsea

This panel will investigate the ingrained biases that restrain the perceived capacity of an individual based on 

their gender, and how the narratives around the nuanced roles of women in the MENA region are shifting, and 

need to be clarified externally.

9:30 - 11:00 | Working session

Designing our own authentic lexicon and framing lenses to build understanding and 

strategies for change

Moderated by Mutassem Daaboul

In this participatory session, the pre-existing narratives will be unpacked while adding nuance with the 

emerging narratives and strategies for change to lay the foundation for a ‘New Arab Narrative’



09:30 - 11:00 | Shared panel

A case for sustainability in the Saudi desert: 

Building participatory construction & permaculture businesses with the bedouin community

Neal Spackman & Michel Zovighian moderated by Zad ElMakkaoui

We close our track with a soul stirring discussion on the resilient called of us in these times with two dynamic 

advocates for human rights and justice.  From their own personal stories, they weave together a call for our 

collective super-humanity and inspire us into our greatest future.

This plenary will explore the powerful legacy and vision of the Yazidi community for co-existence in the face of 

displacement and war.

This panel will explore a live case study of a development company and permaculture incubator that is giving 

agency and economic sustainability to a Bedouin community in Saudi Arabia.

11:30 - 12:15 | Plenary

Strengthening & taking ownership of key media messages by & for the region

Maria Abi-Habib in conversation with David Dietz

12:15 - 13:00 | Shared plenary

Understanding & working with the vulnerabilities of minority groups in the face of displacement & war: 

The case of the Yazidi people

Saeed Sulaiman in conversation with Ali Amhaz

14:00 - 15:30 | Plenary

Super-humanity & the resilient leadership called of us 

Fareeda Abbas & Christina Hollenback

This plenary will identify the strategic messaging that rising leaders in the MENA region need to harness in order share 

with the broader global community, shedding light positive developments and common challenges the region shares. 
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